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Prompter. 


Noms Lut 





To be Continued TuEspDays and FRIDAYS, 





For the Laws of Wit, and Liberty, Tuese are the only Men! 
I will ufe them, according to-their Defests. 








HAMLET. 








Turespay, MAy 13. 1735. 


HILE aBill, for Refraimt of all 
gay Theatres, but Thofe of the very 
Beye modelt Maxazers who folicited it, 
was yet in’ Profpect of meriting 
the Amendments it wanted, I con- 
fider’d my ‘S#lence on That Sub- 
ject as a Reverence due to the 
Place wherein They had procur’d 





To, ¢ 
ye yy 


it Admiffion : But, aow, All further Confideration of 


it being fufpended, at leaft for a Time, I hail exprefs, 
with ful] Freedom, the Sentiments of the Prompter, 
‘upon a Point he may {peak to; with unqueftionable 
‘Propriety of Character. 


I, heartily, agree, with the Majority, of all Ranks, 
‘and Diftinétions, that there is the mott vifible Nece/- 
1 | for reducing our Theatres under fome better Re- 
'gulation than they have, hitherto, been govern’d by. 
But, then, I am for applying the Axe to the Roor 
ofthe Evil.~-Inftead of cowfiniug the Royal Permiffion, 
to thofe Hands in which it has already been treated fo 
feandaloufly, I am for depriving, in the firft Step, 
Thofe licentious, as well as licens’d, INCUMBENTS, of 
a Power, they have appear'd fownworthy of. 


THE next Step wou’d, then, be.a natural one.--—= 


An Enquiry, By what Means, to place it, with Effect, . 


in Hands, more able, and adequate. 


_Tam far from acquitting the Payers, in this 
Cerifure, fo due to their Manazers'—-On the vine i 


‘As long: as Tyranny thalt be confider’d, as /e/s detett- 


able than Anarchy, fo long will it continue umreaJon- 
able to puit Men in Poffeffion of a Power, that is to 
‘be exercis’d over their Rivals, and Competitors; ina 
Scale, where Vazity' ttever fails to find herfelf too 


Heavy for Fuftice. 


_ Twill not undertake for the Truth of a Report; 
Which, yet, feerhs /ikely enough to dferve the Credit 
It Meets Wi g thinking Men -—- That the Ad- 
‘vertifement concerning PXDelign to build, by Sub- 
{cription Theatre, neat the Heart of the City, 
Was a MANAGER’s Stratazem, to alarm, ana incente, 
its Magiftrates, and pave the Way for Succefs of his 
Own Modeft Purpafe, to eftablith His Throne, (and 

hat of his Brother Monarch) in the Empire of 

ONSENSE, by a Parliamentary Exclution of a// 
other Pretenders. | 


B 
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_ Tuts, however, I will take upon me to be fure 
of, from the. perfect Knowledge I have, of the 
Town's Refpeéf, and Affection, for Thofe Great Srage- 
Rulers, and their Adminiftration, ---- that, Had They 
Themfelves, been petition’d againft, to the End: that 
their proftiruted Patents might have been condemn’d. 
in due Forfeiture, and their Exclofures thrown, open, 
to make way for Common Senfe, and’ ftarv'd Meaning, 
All. the: ferious, and_ reflecting Part of Mankind 
wou'd have wifh’d full Suece/s to the Bill. ——- But, 
when Men who, inftead of removing, out of Plays, 
the complain’d-of Corruption, have added Folly, to 
Vice, and made Theatres contemptible ; --When Men, 
who, inftead of animatitig Genius, have blotted out 
Purpofe, and improv’d or invented Nothing, but 
how to make War upon Wit, for Eftablifhment of 
Levity, and-Ignorance,----When {uch blunder-headed 
Undertakers as The/e cry out to the Publick Authority, 
to protect their Incapacities, from the Correction of 
Better Examples, | can confider it inno other Light, 
than as One of the wag of all thofe impudent Farces, 
which have been acted, by, for, or uxder them! 


Great Pains have been taken, by Ove at leaft, of 
thefe Stage Sovereigns, to prove His Subjecis no bet- 
ter than RoGuEs, under Proteétion of H1s Patent ; 


—-Now, to fay nothing of the Efteem, which This mutt 


: ‘have procur’d him from His loving People, He feems 


to have borrow’d an Abfurdity, from the Harlequiz 

Side of his Character; fince A Fool, at the Head of 

Rogues, muft have put Monarchy into manifeft Dan- 
er: The Reverfe of this extraordinary Pofition, being 
oth the Secureft, and the Commoneft, Situation. 


_I fhall dedicate a Paper or two to the thorough 
Examination of this Subjeét: For, if the Player’s 
PROFEssION is unlawful and unwarrantable, H 5, 
who /ives by their Exercife of it, mutt be a freak- 
ing and. infamous Beas of the Intereft and Honour 
ot his Country —--- Whence, it is plain, that, if the 
Managers of our Play-houfes continue to reap Profit 
from a Profeffion They have fo openly ftigmatiz’d, 
They believ’d not a Word of the Arguments They 
made Ufe of : and their Sincerity fhou’d be reverenc’d, 
accordingly. 


Bur, I own my felf very far from confidering the 
oft-quoted Statute of Elizabeth, in the Senfe, which 
is commonly given it.---I believe, on the contrary, It 
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is Eafy, to prove;--—--firft, that the Word InreR- 

LUDEs, in That Act, bears no Relation at all, either 

to Tragedy, or Comedy, in a Theatre, ------and, {e- 

condly, that the Acrors cou’d never be meant, or 

nm d, within the Cotmpafs OF that EXefaotdinary 
tatute. 


THE Word itfelf, Interlude is of tio Englifh Ori- 
ginal:—It is none of our L a w Language; neither 
Saxon, nor French —-- The Latin Derivation, from 
Inter, and Lidus, — us ditectly t0 its Bitth, Which 
was certainly, Scholaftic, and Collegiate.—It was a Prac- 
tice immemorial in our Univerfities, and Schools, of 
Diftinétion, for the Students to 2 Plays, in all Times 
of Vacation from Study ——- And this was particularly 
the Cafe, (and ftill continues to be fo) in Sioeen Eli- 
zabeth’s own College, of Weftminfter, where the 
Scholars, at certain Intervals, between one Period 
of ——— and another, are accuftomed to di- 
vert Themfelves, and their Friends, by a Reprefen- 
tation, inCharacter, of fome of Terence’s Comedies. 


- Prays, when acted in this Manner, are Enter-ludes, 
in the ftrongeft Propriety, becaufe not a fix’d, and 

rogreffive, ESTABLISHMENT, but, only now and 
then, occafionally affum’d, betweex two Seaforis of 
Bufinefs, or Study, by way of Relief, or Recreation. 
-—Nor is it poffible to maintain ina different Senfe, 
the ConftraGtion of any Latin Derivative with the 
Fate INTER annex’d to it: That being mani- 
‘eftly relative to fomething dona, or difcours’d of, be- 
tween two Times, or two Places.—--INTERLUDES 
therefore cou’d never have been intended to fignify 
the profe/s’d, and uninterrupted Reprefentation of 
Plays, by fertled, or refidentiary Performers —- Nor 
cou’d the Purpofe_of the Statute be, to condemn 
them, as Evils in Themfelves, becaufe they were the 
Growth of thofe Places, wherein Nothing is taught, 
Which is naturally ismmoral.—Nothing excourag’d, that 
is ‘politically imprudent. 


“Bit, the Depravity of Mankind producing dange- 
rous and ‘pervertéd Imitations, of Things the moit 
innocent, and ufeful,——Low, and unqualified Va- 
grants, Obferving with what Pleafure and Appiaufe 
fiich Interludes were flock’d to, in the Schools, and 
the Collezés, took upon them to affociate Themielves 
into, wandering, and ridiculous COMPANIES, and 
ftroil’d, from County, to County, with Purpofe, at 


‘Fairs, Affizes, and all Affemblies of the People, to. 


aét fiich wtetched Compofitions as were the natural 
Product of their own bad 'Tafte of Life, and unlearh’d, 
and difhoneft Conceptions: to the manifeft Corrup- 
tion of their humble and ill-judging Audjences, and 
With open Violation of Modefty, and Good-Manzers. 
---For, It miay be obferv’d, that few or none of the 
Dramatick Compofitions of Our Poets, Were Extant, 
at the’ Date of ‘This fatnous and miftaken Sratute : 
which might elfe have better furnifh'd the Stages of 

ofe difcountenane’d Vagrants.—-And, hence, arifes 
a Probability, of no fmall'Force, that Queen Eliza- 
beth, tho’ the AG took Date in ber Reign, inftead of 
fevelling it againft-the Theatres,’ rather founded, and 
encourag’d the Theatres, to attract, for a more elé- 
gaht, and tafteful Exercife of the Profeffion, the 

eem ‘that began to get Ground, ‘in Fayour of low, 
lewd, and immoral Reprefentations. — The Delight, 
which That Great eat receiv’d from the Pieces, of 
Shakefpear, and the Publick Support, arid Encourage- 
ment, which fhe gave to the Stage, leaving no other 
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Interpretation in our Power, to preferve the Cox 
eae ) CCOn fi [tency 
of her Character. fiftency 


_ Axconfiderable Enforcement of this Senfe 
Affait, may be dfawn from the Words Co foe - 
Playérs of Interladés.Had the Point of the Statute 
been turn’d againft Interludes, as in T bemfelves not 
deferving Encouragement, in That Cafe, Players o 
Interludes wou'd have beeti enough; without Add). 
tion of Cormon; and a Provifo, in the A&, wou’d 
Rave given Salvo to the Royal Prerozative.— Com. 
MON Players of Interludes, are therefore, vulgar 
ordinary, unfettled Ramblers, who, like Cattle, in 
COMMON > ate lean, ragged difeafed, Difgracers, of 
That Fatnels,and Decency, which is the onfequence 
of feeding in Paftures inclos’d, and kept feveral. 


For Thefe, and many more Reafons, It was jut 
as well as wife, in the Legiflature of thofe Days. to 
guard againft the Abule of the Aor’s Art, by Per. 
fons utterly unqualified for his Duties. —They have 
done the fame Thing, with Regard to moft Trades 
and Profeffions: and, without fuch wholefom and 
provifional Reftraimts, an Inundation of Ignorance 
muft break in, upon all Knowledge and Induftry. — 
But, to infer, from this reafonable, and noceflaty DE 
countenance, of Vagabonds affuming the Player, that 
Ail Players, regularly fuch, ought, alfo, to be con- 
fider’d as VAGABONDS, is a groundlef$ and irrational 
Contradiction to Common Senfe ; and.aSatire, on the 
Wifdom of Parliaments,— Neither is the Compliment 
which is paid, by thefe deep-difcerning Patentces of 
the Theatres, to the Royal Power, under which they 
aflert their Mozopoly, the leaft Opening they have given 


us, to judge of their Underftanding, and their Grati-: 


tude : -- No matter, (fay They) tho’ the Players, by 
the Sweat of whofe Brow we live comfortably, are: 
Vagatouds and Rogues, by the Statute, The Kine 
can protect ’em, by calling them Hrs Servants — 
And It is ‘no fuch uxcommon. Thing, for a King to 
have Rogwes, in his Service.----But, they ought to have 
been convine’d, by the Royal Refentment, that It is 
no Prerogative of a Crows to. proteé the Bass or the 
GuiLty: and, that, if Men are w/efally and honeftly 
‘employ’d, It is Infamy to /uppofe, that they fhou'd 
{tand in need of a Shelter.-----If ILLEGALLY, and 
CorrvuprThy,-It is an Affront to the Majefty of 
Kings, to provide them a. Power for fupporting, or 
licenting, them. 


Upon. the whole, All the Evil to be found in 
Dramatic Inititutions, arifes from Oe Root: and 
That is, the Avarice and Ignorance of Men who take 
upon them their Management.----Were the Govern- 
ment of the Stage in judicious and capable Hands, 
‘No Actor at dare to be /azy, becaufe {ure to be 
degraded, in Confequence: Neither wou’d He date 
to be arrogant, becaufe He wou’d be jude’d of, and 
treated impartially ——-He woud be taught, that, to 
feudy his Part, requir’d more than to remember the 
Words of it.---The Poets too wou'd lofe Time, if evel 
they writ loofely, becaufe fure to have their Pieces 
rejected, for That Reafon.--So that, the Town wou'd 
be form’d, by a kind of infenfible Cez:pu/fiox, intoa 
juft, and a moral, 'Tafte; becaufe No Plays wou'd 
be fee, but fuch as were form’d upon Thofe Prin- 
ciples. - 


CI hall continue this Subject during the Courfe of 
a few Papers. | 
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